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1.  Describe the access structure (i.e., length, width, location, design, etc.).
The Wilder River Walk is located at the Muskegon Lake Nature Preserve and was constructed along the Muskegon River, near the mouth where it empties into Muskegon Lake.  The Wilder River Walk is 985 ft. long x 10 ft. wide with an additional 400 ft. extension spur into the Muskegon Lake Nature Preserve that connects to the nature preserve asphalt bike trail.  In addition, 7 fishing platforms were constructed along the 985 ft. long boardwalk which cantilever 6 ft. towards the water from the already 10 ft. wide boardwalk.

During the planning stages of the Wilder River Walk the Muskegon Environmental Research & Education Society (MERES) developed goals to be achieved with this project and incorporated those goals into the design.  The overall goal of the project set by MERES was to construct a handicap accessible boardwalk along the Muskegon River that provided fishing access in an area that has very little fishing access or opportunity.  With construction complete, it is the belief of MERES that the construction of the River Walk not only met that goal, but it also a great addition to our community.     

2.  How do visitors access the structure (i.e., driving directions to the parking lot, how far is the structure from the parking lot, what connects the parking lot to the structure, etc.)?
Visitors can access the Wilder River Walk from two different locations.  The most visible access to the River Walk is from the Lake Shore Trail which runs adjacent to the Memorial Causeway in North Muskegon.  The problem with this access point it that there is no parking available at this location due to the causeway.  The access point to the River Walk that would be used if driving to the site is located off of Lake Avenue.  As you are heading North on Memorial Causeway in North Muskegon, you will come to a four way stop where Memorial Causeway, Lake Avenue, Holton Road (M-120), and Whitehall Road all intercept.  At that stoplight, turn left onto Lake Avenue and proceed approximately 2 blocks where you will see a sign for the Muskegon Lake Nature Preserve on your left (south side of Lake Avenue).  Parking is available at this location although you will have to walk into the nature preserve; unauthorized vehicles are not permitted at the nature preserve.  

Once parked, you will notice a gate closing off the access road into the preserve.  West of the gate you will see a bridge where you access the River Walk.  From the bridge you can walk the asphalt bike trail (approximately 1,200 ft.) to the Wilder River Walk.  
3.  What amenities are offered at the access site (e.g., restrooms, benches, barrier free access, handicapped parking, lighting, etc.)?

As stated previously, the Wilder River Walk including the observation tower built as part of this project are considered handicap accessible (barrier free access).  From March through November, a handicap accessible restroom is available at the Muskegon Lake Nature Preserve.  Benches are placed at each of the seven fishing platforms as well as the observation tower at the west end of the project.  Currently, the Muskegon Lake Nature Preserve is open to the public from dawn until dusk, so lighting is not available.  Handicapped parking is currently unavailable at the Muskegon Lake Nature Preserve.  

4.  What educational opportunities are offered at the site (e.g., interpretive signs), if any?

Educational opportunities the Muskegon Lake Nature Preserve are endless.  Currently, it is estimated that 6,000 students travel to the Muskegon Lake Nature Preserve each year as part of their classroom curriculum.  The Muskegon Conservation District often works with school groups at the preserve to educate students about water quality, wildlife habitat, invasive species, etc..  In the future, MERES plans to work with the Muskegon Conservation District to construct interpretive signs and place them around the preserve to identify plant species, wildlife habitat, wetland habitat, etc. as well as installing signs on the Wilder River Walk explaining the logging history of the Muskegon River.  
5.  What species of fish are commonly caught at the site?  What months of the year is fishing best for each species?

Fish species that are commonly caught at the Muskegon Lake Nature Preserve include Salmon, Steelhead, Bass, Blue Gill, Catfish and Sucker.  Salmon and Steelhead are generally caught in the fall although Steelhead on occasion can be caught in the spring also.  As for the remaining species mentioned above, generally speaking can be caught year around.  
6.  Does the DNR regularly stock any fish species at or near the site?  If so, what species, at what time of year, and how often?

At this time the DNR does not do any fish stocking at or near the Wilder River Walk.  Although not on a consistent basis, but worth mentioning that several school groups are involved in raising Salmon in the classroom and do release them at the Muskegon Lake Nature Preserve.  

7.  What tactics do you recommend for catching these species (e.g., small bags, bottom casting, minnows, wobbling plugs, Hot `n Tots, etc.)?
The tactics used for catching fish at the Muskegon Lake Nature Preserve are plentiful.  As a person that has not fished this area before, I can only speak on what I have learned from the many fishermen I have met since being part of the Muskegon Lake Nature Preserve.  Most commonly you will see people using crank baits (shallow or deep) when fishing for bass.  I have also seen people using crawlers with weight attached to the line about 5’ – 6’ above the crawler.  Fly’s are also popular when the Salmon are running.  These are the most common tactics used at the site that I am aware of.   
8.  Where can anglers stay if they want to overnight near the access site (e.g. campgrounds, motels, hotels, B&Bs)?
Campgrounds close to the access site include, but not limited to, Muskegon State Park and Fisherman’s Landing.  In addition, there are numerous motels available in the area ranging from 2 – 5 miles from the Wilder River Walk.  
9.  Is there anything else you would want to share with a potential visitor to the access site?

When you are visiting the Muskegon Lake Nature Preserve to use the Wilder River Walk for fishing access, I would encourage everybody to check out the preserve and see what the dedicated Muskegon Environmental Research & Education Society Board as well as the many volunteers have done.  Keep in mind that the property was previously used as a dump; you will be amazed at the drastic change.  
The Society believes that the well being of our environment requires continuing environmental research and education of young people.
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